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fell into miserable straits; only because Flora was a tough
and wiry woman with a twenty-year training in inter-
mittent starvation was she able to stand the privation.
Jack became weak and then ill from lack of nourishment.
He was so shabby and distrait that he gave up the one
evening a week he had been spending with Mabel. At the
end of his tether, he was willing to take back the coal
passer's job at thirty dollars a month. As the days passed
and he became sicker in body and mind, not only over the
starvation but over the uncertainty of his future, his thoughts
turned once again to self-destruction, as they had the night
he had fallen off the Bcnicia pier, and when he had grown
melancholy on The Road. He says that if he had not been
unwilling to desert Flora and little Johnny, the chances
were in favour of his suicide. Frank Atherton, Jack's boy-
hood chum, reports, "Jack penned farewell letters. There
came a friend to say good-bye, who had also decided to end
it all." Jack's arguments in dissuading his friend from
suicide were evidently so eloquent that he convinced himself
as well.

Then one cheerless morning toward the end of November
he received a thin, oblong envelope from the Overland
Monthly^ a literary magazine with a national reputation
that had been founded in San Francisco by Bret Harte in
1868, It was an acceptance of one of his Alaskan stories!
He had sent them "To the Man on Trail," and they were
publishing it! Like lightning his mind calculated figures
.. , the manuscript was five thousand words . . . they paid
ten dollars a thousand. ., the enclosed cheque was for
$50... he was rescued!... he would be able to go on
writing, Fie sank down on the edge of his bed and with
trembling fingers tore open the envelope j ust as his trembling
imagination was tearing open the bright vistas of the
future.

There was no cheque. There was only a formal note from
the editor saying that he found the story w available," and
would pay five dollars for it upon publication. Five dollars
for a manuscript that had taken five days to write! The same